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Planning e Building Codes ® Code Compliance @ GIS

ERIC WALKER, DIRECTOR

IMPORTANT NOTICE THAT MAY AFFECT YOUR PROPERTY

THIS LETTER IS TO NOTIFY YOU THAT HOOD RIVER COUNTY IS PROPOSING CERTAIN
AMENDMENTS TO THE COUNTY COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AND ZONING ORDINANCE THAT MAY
AFFECT THE PERMISSIBLE USES OF YOUR PROPERTY.

Why am | receiving this notice?

In 1998, Oregon’s voters passed a law known as Ballot Measure 56. It requires all government
agencies in Oregon to send notices like this to landowners when a change in land use laws might
limit the use of their property. Hood River County has determined that adoption of the ordinance
may affect the permissible uses of your property, and other properties in the affected zone, and
may change the value of your property. However, Hood River County does not conduct individual
analysis of each property to calculate how the amendments might affect the value of your
property, if at all.

You are receiving this notice because you may own property within an area identified in the
Special Flood Hazard Area (also known as the regulated floodplain or floodway) by the Federal
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA). As a participating member of the National Flood
Insurance Program, FEMA has directed Hood River County to enact new regulations governing
development in the Special Flood Hazard Area that may affect your property. These regulations
are intended to protect flood-prone properties. In addition, FEMA is requiring all local
governments to adopt new rules to protect threatened and endangered fish habitat, including
salmon and steelhead.

What and When?

The Hood River County Planning Commission and Board of County Commissioners will each hold at
least one public hearing over the next few months to adopt various changes to Article 44 of the Hood
River County Zoning Ordinance (HRCZO), which will affect future development on property within the
County zoned Floodplain (FP). As part of this review process, the County intends to adopt:

1. Amendments needed to ensure new development in the floodplain comply with FEMA’s Model
Flood Hazard Ordinance for Oregon. FEMA requires all local governments throughout Oregon and
nationwide to adopt consistent rules for flood protection. The County last amended its floodplain
protection guidelines in 1984; and

2. New rules aimed to confirm that new development in the floodplain achieves a “no net loss” of
habitat for threatened and endangered fish habitat. These rules are in response to a federal
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lawsuit filed against FEMA because current regulations potentially harm threatened and
endangered fish in Oregon streams.

The first public hearing to consider these amendments will be held before the Hood River County
Planning Commission on Wednesday, August 13, 2025, at 5:30 p.m. in the Board of County
Commissioner’s conference room (7% floor) of the County Business Administration Building, 601 State
Street, Hood River. Unless the hearing is continued, the Planning Commission will make a
recommendation to the County Board of Commissioners, who will then consider the amendments
during a separate public hearing held at a later date.

All public meetings are scheduled to be held in-person, although meetings will also be made available
via Zoom for remote attendance. Anyone from the public may testify during one or more of the public
hearings and/or provide written testimony in advance.

To find out more information about accessing the meetings virtually, please visit the following website
closer to the hearing dates: https://hrccd.hoodrivercounty.gov (Click Planning Commission; Meetings;
Floodplain Model Code Hearing; and Agenda).

To review a copy of all proposed changes to the County Zoning Ordinance and Comprehensive Plan,
and other related information, please visit the County Community Development website at
https://hrccd.hoodrivercounty.gov (Click Planning & Zoning Services and Special Projects & Legislation -
scroll to the bottom). All related documents are also available for review or purchase ($0.25/page) at the
County Community Development Department (607 State Street, Hood River).

For additional information or questions, or to submit written comments, please contact Eric Walker,
Community Development Director, at (541) 387-6840 or by e-mail at eric.walker@hoodrivercounty.gov.
NOTICE TO MORTGAGEE, LIENHOLDER, VENDOR OR SELLER: IF YOU RECEIVE THIS NOTICE, IT

MUST BE PROMPLY FORWARDED TO THE PURCHASER.

[NOTICE SENT: NO LATER THAN JUNE 27, 2025]
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