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June 6, 2024 
 
 
Morgan Gratz-Weiser, Deputy Legislative Director 
Kelly Scannell Brooks, Transportation, Infrastructure & Economic Development Policy 
Advisor 
Office of the Governor  
Salem, OR 97301 
 
Senator Gorsek, Co-Chair 
Representative McLain, Co-Chair  
Senator Boquist, Co-Vice Chair 
Representative Boshart Davis, Co-Vice Chair  
Joint Transportation Committee  
Oregon State Legislature 
Salem, OR 97301 
  
Re: Support for Hood River – White Salmon Bridge Replacement in the 2025 
Transportation Package 
  
Dear Ms. Gratz-Weiser, Ms. Scannell Brooks, Co-Chair Gorsek, Co-Chair McLain, Co-
Vice Chair Boquist, and Co-Vice Chair Boshart Davis; 
  
The Hood River – White Salmon Bridge Authority (HRWSBA) was established in July 
2023, the bi-state authority is responsible for the ownership and full responsibility for the 
design, construction, operations and maintenance of the new Hood River – White 
Salmon Bridge (Bridge). The current bridge is a critical link spanning the Columbia River 
connecting Oregon and Washington in the heart of the Columbia River Gorge National 
Scenic Area.  
 
As Oregon prepares to invest in transportation infrastructure in the 2025 Legislative 
Session, we would like to express our strong support for funding to replace the Hood 
River-White Salmon Bridge. The HRWSBA understands the critical importance of 
maintaining and improving transportation infrastructure statewide and believe that a 
comprehensive approach is necessary to address the diverse needs of our state. 
Opened in 1924, the current bridge is functionally obsolete and structurally deficient with 
a 2022 Sufficiency Rating of just 6 out of 100. The current bridge has exceeded its safe 
and useful lifespan. 
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A Small County with a big mission:  Providing Quality of Life for all. 

Funding this bridge replacement project in the transportation package is consistent with 
the principles of economic impact, finishing HB 2017 investments, statewide impact, 
and project readiness. Local roads and bridges are highly integrated with state roads, 
highways, and bridges. Maintaining both on and off ODOT system assets at the same 
rate is key to preserving a safe, reliable, and efficient statewide transportation system 
that enhances the overall quality of life for all Oregonians. 
 
One of only three bridges spanning the Columbia River in the region, the current bridge 
connects rural and largely disadvantaged communities on both sides of the river and in 
this case a closure would place strain to ODOT on-system routes. A bridge is essential 
to the local communities and the region. The Bridge replacement project is underway, 
has received local, state, and federal financial support, and is vitally important to the 
movement of goods and services throughout the region. The project successfully 
secured a $200 million federal investment that requires continued state and local 
matching funds. Based on the current flow of funding and federal requirement of state 
matching funds, the project needs a $105 million commitment from Oregon in 2025, 
ensuring work doesn’t stop. 
 
We urge your continued financial support of the Bridge replacement project through a 
commitment of $105 million to the Hood River – White Salmon Bridge Authority. Taking 
the opportunity now to invest in this infrastructure will have a positive impact on 
Oregon’s transportation system for the next 100 years. Thank you for your consideration 
and look forward to continuing to work with you to improve Oregon’s transportation 
infrastructure.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Jennifer Euwer, Chair 
Hood River County Board of Commissioners 
 
 
cc: Leader Bonham & Leader Helfrich 
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