Eric Walker

From: Eric Walker

Sent: Thursday, October 2, 2025 8:10 AM
To: ‘Joanne Pollack’

Subject: RE: Packer Farm meeting
Attachments: 23-0244-PLNG Decision .pdf

Good morning Joanne.

Attached is copy of the decision concerning the Packer application, which invoived modifying their previously approved
farm stand permit. The decision explains the approval criteria, the findings responding to the criteria, the decision, and
permit conditions. It also includes other related materials.

Please feel free to reach out if you have any questions.
Thank you for you interest in in this project.
Eric Walker

Hood River County

Community Development Director

601 State Street, Hood River, OR 97031
(541) 387-6840
eric.walker@hoodrivercounty.gov

----—-0Original Message-----

From: Joanne Pollack <mckzmom@aol.com>

Sent: Wednesday, October 1, 2025 10:12 PM

To: Eric Walker <eric.walker@hoodrivercounty.gov>
Subject: Packer Farm meeting

I would like information regarding the issues about Packers. | have lived here since 1979 and as | recall that property has
always been used this way by the Rasmussen family prior to Packers. What is the issue and where can | get information
about it? Thanks Joanne Pollack Sent from my iPhone
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Eric Walker
L

From: Kate Dougherty

Sent: Thursday, September 25, 2025 8:02 AM

To: Eric Walker

Subject: FW: Public Comment on Packer Orchards Farm's Farm Stand Application
Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

From: Po Ying Hsu <ivy.lorraine.hsu@gmail.com>

Sent: Wednesday, September 24, 2025 8:18 PM

To: Planning <planning@hoodrivercounty.gov>

Subject: Public Comment on Packer Orchards Farm's Farm Stand Application

Dear Hood River County Planning Commission,

| am writing in strong support of Packer Orchards’ amended farm stand application. Packer Orchards is
far more than a local business — it is a cornerstone of Hood River’s agricultural heritage and a gathering
place for families, visitors, and community members alike.

For years, Packer Orchards has upheld the very spirit of what Hood River County is known for: family
farming, locally grown produce, and the preservation of our unique agricultural traditions. Their farm
stand and seasonal activities provide residents and tourists alike with opportunities to directly connect
with farming, celebrate the harvest, and support our local economy. The fall event, especially, is the
ONLY really fun thing for my family to go do in the entire gorge area.

The proposed restrictions on their permit would not only hurt this family-run farm, but would also limit
the broader community’s access to safe, family-friendly activities that strengthen our local identity. “Fall
atthe Farm” and other seasonal events bring families together, draw visitors who support surrounding
small businesses, and inspire the next generation to value farming and agriculture.

I respectfully urge the Planning Commission to reconsider and approve Packer Orchards’ application.
Doing so will ensure that Hood River continues to be a place where farms thrive, families gather, and
agriculture remains at the heart of our community.

Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,

Lorraine Bamford
Wishram, WA



September 23, 2025

Hood River County Planning Commission OREGON PROPERTY OWNERS

c¢/o Eric Walker, Community Development Director ASSOCIATION

Eric. Walker@hoodrivercounty.gov
Planning@hoodrivercounty.gov

Re: Major Modification #23-0244 of Farm Stand Permit #16-0122
Members of the Planning Commission,

Thank you for the opportunity to comment in support of Tammi Packer’s appeal of the Hood River
County Planning Director’s conditional approval of modifying her farm stand permit (Major
Modification #23-0244 of Farm Stand Permit #16-0122).

The Oregon Property Owners Association (OPOA) is a non-partisan advocacy organization that
defends the rights of property owners across Oregon. Since 1989, OPOA has represented farmers,
ranchers, businesses, and homeowners in all 36 counties and is nearing our 100th piece of
statewide legislation passed in the Oregon State Capitol.

OPOA typically engages in matters of statewide consequence. While this decision may appear to
affect only a single farm in Hood River County, it is one of those matters. The context, timing, and
growing public interest in supporting family farms and agritourism make this decision a potential
bellwether for land use policy across Oregon. It is essential for the Planning Commission and
Planning Staff to understand this decision in light of broader statewide conversations currently
taking place.

During the 2025 Legislative Session, OPOA played a leading role in advancing HB 3133 — a bill
designed to protect farm stands from confusing and overly burdensome regulation by clarifying
their rights under state statute. We brought this bill after hearing from farmers across the state
facing complaints and conflicting interpretations of the farm stand statute in ORS 215.283. These
issues, compounded by economic uncertainty, are placing intense pressure on some of Oregon’s
most cherished agritourism businesses.

While the specific concerns varied, one message was clear: the success of many multi-generational
farms depends on the success of their farm stands and agritourism activities. This is not because
they aren’t legitimate farming operations, but because weak commodity prices and high operating
costs require small and mid-sized farms to diversify income and sales practices to stay afloat.

Farmstands, pumpkin patches, farm-to-table dinners, and other agritourism activities help family-
run farms do just that. These events attract customers, generate direct-to-consumer sales, and
strengthen the financial stability of the farms that anchor our rural economies. Without them, many
farms face closure — fueling the nationwide trend of agricultural consolidation and conversion,
which EFU zoning is meant to prevent.

It’s time for state and local decision makers to recognize a simple truth: without successful
farmers, farmland becomes nothing more than open space. The best way to keep farmland
intact is to keep farmers in business.
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Unfortunately, several conditions imposed by the County Planning Director threaten key activities
that keep Packer Orchards viable. These range from overly restrictive requirements to obtain pre-
approval for all processed farm crops sold at the farm stand to regulating baked goods down to the
volume of specific ingredients used. These conditions are unreasonable for the county to enforce,
for Tammi to comply with, and are without precedent.

Most notably, the County has banned the farm’s play equipment and covered seating — two features
that make Packer Orchards welcoming, safe, and enjoyable for families.

To understand the harm of this decision, the Commission must broaden its view of modern farming
and direct-to-consumer sales. Farm stands operate in rural areas without foot traffic. The
Legislature allowed promotional activities to generate trips from town to the farm stand. The play
area is one such activity — it encourages visits, encourages customers to spend time at the farm
stand, which in turn supports sales. Covered seating is essential for keeping customers safe, dry,
and comfortable while they shop. Without these features, families are less likely to visit, stay, or
return, and children lose a rare chance to play and learn in a farm setting.

The County’s interpretation that play equipment, like hay slides, playhouses, and even walls made
from hay bales counts as “structures” and should be regulated equivalent to the farm stand structure
itself is deeply flawed. If Hood River County’s decision sets this precedent, popular activities
found at most pumpkin patches in the state will be banned. This decision doesn’t just hurt Packer
Orchards. It threatens agritourism statewide and sends the wrong message to families who rely on
these farms for affordable, family-friendly experiences.

We cannot underscore enough the importance of connecting the next generation of Oregonian to
farming. For many children, a visit to Packer Orchards is their first glimpse of agriculture, their
first time understanding where food comes from, or even meeting a farmer. When kids have a place
to play and learn, they develop lasting respect for local food systems and the people behind them.
We assure you that this connection does more to protect agriculture than any zoning regulation.

In fact, this connection to farming is exactly why Oregonians overwhelmingly support agritourism.
Oregon families want to engage with farms and access locally grown food. For example, during
DLCD’s recent farm stand rulemaking process, thousands voiced strong opposition to restrictive
regulations and called for expanded agritourism opportunities. The response was so overwhelming
and decisive, the Governor paused the rulemaking altogether.

Sadly, the County’s conditions ignore this public sentiment and threaten a farm that has long
operated in Hood River County. As such, we urge the Commission to reject these restrictions and
to stand with the farmers like Tammi Packer who actually make agriculture thrive.

Sincerely,

Samantha Bayer

General Counsel

Oregon Property Owners Association
sbayer@oregonpropertyowners.org




Eric Walker

From: Jim Edwards <mtnwalrus@gmail.com>

Sent: Monday, September 22, 2025 8:24 PM

To: Eric Walker

Cc: Michelle Edwards

Subject: Public comment for Planning Commission hearing on Packer Orchards application
23-0244

Attachments: Public comment for Planning Commission hearing on Packer Orchards application
23-0244.docx

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

Hi Eric,

| hope you are doing well. Please see the attached document for our comments. Thanks.
Jim and Michelle Edwards
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RE: Appeal #25-0146 of Major Modification #23-0244 (Packer)
September 16, 2025

As immediately adjacent neighbors to Packer Farm Place, we urge the Hood River County
Planning Commission to uphold the decision made by the County Planning staff regarding
Packer’s application to modify its existing farm stand permit.

The decision came after years of deliberation regarding multiple submitted and withdrawn
permit applications. It is well reasoned and supported by case law, state law, administrative
rule, and county code. It allows operations to continue at Packer Farm Place but places more
focus on farming and selling primarily agricultural goods as a farm stand at this property
beholden to exclusive farm use land rules. The decision limits Packer’s ability to function
primarily as an event or entertainment space and its attempts to skirt rules regarding caps on
nonagricultural sales. The decision logically categorizes admission fees as nonagricultural goods.
As neighbors, we have seen how lack of accountability to existing rules can quickly evolve into
an operation that no longer looks like a farm stand but more like a space for public
entertainment, including ticketed amplified concerts, corporate parties, and most notably an
ever-expanding fee-based playground, setting a precedent for negatively changing the farm
stand culture in the Hood River Valley. We have seen this escalation first hand since Packers
bought the property from the previous owners with operations moving toward selling an
experience rather than farm goods.

Thank you for your consideration,
Jim and Michelle Edwards



Eric Walker

From: Kate Dougherty

Sent: Monday, September 22, 2025 10:14 AM

To: Eric Walker

Subject: FW: Public Comment in Support of Packers’ Current Farm Stand Operations
Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

From: Lacey McAdoo <lacey.onzgo@gmail.com>

Sent: Monday, September 22, 2025 9:48 AM

To: Planning <planning@hoodrivercounty.gov>

Subject: Public Comment in Support of Packers’ Current Farm Stand Operations

Dear Planning Commissioners,

I’m writing in strong support of Packers’ current farm stand operations. My family and | have visited
regularly for the past five years, and it has become a beloved gathering place for locals and visitors alike.
The farm stand offers healthy, family-friendly activities that connect people to agriculture and to our
community.

Please allow Packers to continue operating as they do now, including:

o Selling baked goods and farm products;
o Providing seating and covered areas; and
« Maintaining children’s play equipment.

| own and operate a small farm with pears, apples and wine grapes. Although my own farm has no
intention of hosting a farm stand, | believe these farm-focused operations should be allowed because
they help stabilize our struggling agricultural market. They let farmers sell what they grow in ways that
serve the local community and reduce pressure to convert farmland to more lucrative non-agricultural
uses, such as residential development. Farming is a cornerstone of what gives Hood River Valley its look,
feel, and identity, yet the economics of farming are increasingly chatlenging. Allowing thoughtfully
expanded, farm-centered uses—such as farm stands and wineries—helps small family farms stay
viable, keeps land in production, and preserves the valley’s beauty. Speaking as the owner of a small
pear and apple orchard, selling fruit to a packing house atone does not make ends meet; limited direct-
to-consumer avenues are essential to surviving and contributing to the community.

This is not just about selling some cookies or offering shelter and farm activities for kids—it is about land
use policy that keeps farming viable. The valley needs strong land-use protections, but we cannot keep

farming if we’re losing money. Farms in Hood River Valley need responsible ways to add value to what we
produce—through limited on-farm processing, community engagement, and basic services that support
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our customers. Please help farmers continue to steward our beautiful orchards—so central to the
character of the valley—by supporting Packers and their current operations.

Packers is more than a retail stop—it’s hands-on agricultural education. Children learn where food
comes from; families spend time outdoors; and local growers benefit from direct sales and stronger
community ties. Curtailing these activities would be an unnecessary loss for Hood River County.

Please preserve the current farm stand operations at Packers. They are an asset to Hood River Valley and
align with our agricultural goats.

Thank you for your consideration.
Best regards,
Lacey

Second-generation farmer, Hood River Valley

541-490-6030



Ericj Walker

From: Kate Dougherty

Sent: Friday, September 19, 2025 10:15 AM
To: Eric Walker

Subject: FW: Support for Packer Orchards
Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

From: Annie Hodson <hodsonannie@gmail.com>
Sent: Friday, September 19, 2025 9:43 AM

To: Planning <planning@hoodrivercounty.gov>
Subject: Support for Packer Orchards

Dear Hood River County Planning Commission,

I’m writing as a Portland resident and parent of a 7-year-old who looks forward to visiting Packer
Orchards every season. For our family, the farm stand is more than a place to pick up food—it’s where
my child gets to run, explore, and experience farming in a way that sticks with them long after we leave.

Every visit gives us a chance to connect as a family and to be part of a larger community of parents and
kids doing the same. Those opportunities are rare, and Packer Orchards has created something truly
special. It's wholesome, safe, and rooted in agriculture—exactly the type of experience | want my child to

grow up with.

The current restrictions threaten to take away that opportunity. Limiting children’s play, bulk sales of
farm products, or even covered seating doesn’t just make life harder for the farm—it takes away
something valuable for local families and visitors alike. There are already so many activities in Hood River
designed for adults; this is one of the few places where kids are front and center.

Packer Orchards teaches children about farming, supports the local economy, and makes Hood River
more welcoming to families. | urge you to approve their reasonable requests so they can keep providing
the activities and experiences that mean so much to families like mine.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,

Annie Hodson
HodsonAnnie@gmail.com
970.481.8150
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Thrive

September 19, 2024

RE: Major Modification #23-0244 of Farm Stand Permit #16-0122
Dear Planning Commission members:

The staff decision on the Packer farm stand is the result of meticulous research and thorough analysis. It is
a necessary interpretation of the minutiae of the county code, state law and administrative rule, and case
law. We believe it is appropriate and legally defensible, with one exception.

We disagree with County staff’s conclusion, on page 15 of the notice of decision, that events need not
promote “the sale of farm crops or livestock sold at the farm stand” (HRCZO 3.04 G.1.). We believe that
allowing farm stands to have events that do not promote the crops and livestock they sell, but rather
promote anything grown in Oregon, exceeds the allowance in ordinance and statute. However, having
seen the County work with this particular applicant over several years to rein in inappropriate events and
activities, we chose not to appeal that conclusion.

This decision accomplishes the following.

e Distinguishes between farm crops and prepared food items. Sales of prepared food items are
limited by law so that farm stands do not morph into delis and fast-food restaurants.

e Precludes event admissions fees from being inappropriately counted as sales of farm crops and
livestock.

e Clarfies allowable promotional events.

e Requires compliance with building and zoning codes regarding the design and use of structures at
farm stands.

¢ Provides for annual reporting consistent with precedent and the county’s obligation to ensure
that permit conditions are honored.

Overall, the interpretations and conditions set a clear roadmap for both this applicant and other future
farm stand applications. We urge you to uphold this decision.

Respectfully,

¢

Chris Robuck
Co-President

PO Box 1544
Hood River, OR 97031
thrivehoodriver.org



Eric Walker

From: Kate Dougherty

Sent: Thursday, September 18, 2025 2:55 PM
To: Eric Walker

Subject: FW: Support packers orchard

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

From: Charley Beam <charley.beam@hoodriver.k12.or.us>
Sent: Thursday, September 18, 2025 2:35 PM

To: Planning <planning@hoodrivercounty.gov>

Subject: Support packers orchard

Dear Hood River County

| am writing to support Packer Orchards in their request to continue their current operations. Their
activities, like children’s play areas, baked goods, covered seating, and offering discounts on farm
products, help families learn about farming, bring the community together, and keep local agriculture
thriving. These additions make the farm more accessible, enjoyable, and sustainable for everyone.

Please allow them to continue these practices so that they can keep serving our community in a positive
way.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,
Charley beam
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Eric Walker

From: Kate Dougherty

Sent: Thursday, September 18, 2025 2:55 PM
To: Eric Walker

Subject: FW: Supporting packers orchard
Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

From: Lillian Level <lillian.level@hoodriver.k12.or.us>
Sent: Thursday, September 18, 2025 2:39 PM

To: Planning <planning@hoodrivercounty.gov>
Subject: Supporting packers orchard

Dear Hood River County,

I strongly support allowing Packer Orchards to continue their current practices. Their play areas, baked
goods, bundled products, and seating make the farm a welcoming place for families while still staying
true to its agricultural roots. These activities educate children, strengthen our community’s connection
to farming, and provide vital support for a small family business. By restricting them, we risk making it
harder for local agriculture to survive. Please reconsider these limitations and let Packer Orchards keep
serving our community in the positive way they already are.

Sincerely,
Liltian level



Eric Walker

From: Kate Dougherty

Sent: Thursday, September 18, 2025 2:56 PM
To: Eric Walker

Subject: FW: Supporting Local Agriculture
Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

From: Rylyn Beam <rylyn.beam@hoodriver.k12.or.us>
Sent: Thursday, September 18, 2025 2:41 PM

To: Planning <planning@hoodrivercounty.gov>
Subject: Supporting Local Agriculture

Why Hood River County should support local agriculture

As the Vice President of our local FFA chapter, I have learned that agriculture is not just about growing food,
it’s about growing community, education, and opportunity. Our mission as FFA members is to promote
agricultural awareness and leadership in our schools and communities. With that in mind, I strongly support the
requests made by Packer Orchards to the county, and I believe it is vital that these requests be changed from
“No” to “Yes.” These changes would not only benefit the farm but would also support agricultural education,

family experiences, and local economic growth.

One of Packer Orchards’ most important requests is to allow children’s play activities, including equipment
to help kids learn about farm animals and activities. This should be an easy “Yes.” Children learn best
through hands-on experiences, and what better way to inspire the next generation of farmers, ranchers, and
agricultural leaders than by allowing them to explore and interact with real farm life? Many kids today grow up
not knowing where their food comes from, glued to a smart device. Activities like these help close that gap by

making learning about agriculture engaging and memorable.
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Another reasonable request is to allow the farm stand to include an admission fee that includes a farm
product. This type of fee structure is common in agritourism across the country and helps farms stay
sustainable while offering value to visitors. As long as the income stays within reasonable limits (in this case,
25% of the farm stand’s total income), this is a smart way for Packer Orchards to support its operations while
encouraging visitors to connect with farm products. It also helps preserve farmland by keeping the business

viable.

The county should also support the request to consider baked goods like cookies, cinnamon rolls, and pies as
processed farm crop items. These goods are a staple of agritourism and represent real, valuable use of the
farm’s produce. Requiring pre-approved ingredient lists and complicated volumetric measurements only puts
unnecessary strain on small, local farms. These requirements are more suited to large commercial operations,

not family-run farms trying to offer a fresh-baked apple pie made from apples grown right on their land.

Next, the orchard’s request to allow covered seating for customers to relax and enjoy their farm visit is both
reasonable and necessary. Whether it’s a shaded spot in the summer or a tent in the fall, having a place for
people to sit encourages families to stay longer, spend more, and make better memories. This makes the farm a

more welcoming and enjoyable place.

In addition, allowing discounted pricing for bulk processed farm items is a smart business move that benefits
both the farm and the customer. If someone wants to buy three jars of jam or half a dozen cinnamon rolls, they
should be encouraged to do so. This supports local buying, reduces waste, and builds customer loyalty. Small

discounts on bulk purchases are a common sense way to keep people coming back.

Finally, the county should approve the orchard’s request to count the sale of bulk items toward the farm
stand’s income, rather than treating it as a separate incidental sale. Farms like Packer Orchards depend on
a mix of products to survive: fresh produce, baked goods, canned jams, and more. As long as the core of their
business remains farm-based, they should be allowed flexibility in how they categorize their sales. This would

make their accounting more fair and their business model more sustainable.
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In conclusion, Packer Orchards is not asking for anything unreasonable, they are simply trying to create a better
experience for families, educate the public about agriculture, and keep their business running strong in a
challenging industry. As FFA members, we believe in the future of agriculture and the value of hard work and
innovation. I urge the county to support Packer Orchards in proceeding with their sales and profits as normal.
Doing so will strengthen our local food system, support agricultural education, and preserve the farming

traditions that our community depends on.

Best Regards,
Rylyn Beam

Hood River Valley FFA Vice President
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Eric Walker

From: Kate Dougherty

Sent: Thursday, September 18, 2025 3:04 PM
To: Eric Walker

Subject: FW: Packers orchards-No to yes!
Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

From: Tarik Larvick <tarik.larvick@hoodriver.k12.or.us>
Sent: Thursday, September 18, 2025 3:02 PM

To: Planning <planning@hocodrivercounty.gov>
Subject: Packers orchards-No to yes!

Dear hood river county planning commission,

| hope this message finds you well. | am writing to request reconsideration of the current
restrictions going to be placed on our local farm stand, Packer Orchards. Their farm stand is a
vital part of the community, providing fresh produce, baked goods, and an opportunity for
families to engage with agriculture. | tried to outline key areas where me and others in our
community believe more flexibility would benefit both our operations and the community at
large.

Allowing children’s play activities, including interactions with farm animals, is an
invaluable educational experience. It helps foster an understanding of agriculture and where
food comes from, benefiting both young children and their families. These activities also
support local tourism and provide a safe, fun environment for kids to learn. Restricting these
activities limits our ability to engage the next generation of consumers in meaningful ways.

Allowing an admission fee that includes a free farm product (like a bundle of flowers or
stems) is a reasonable request. This setup would not only help support the operational costs
of their stand but also encourage customers to engage more deeply with the farm’s offerings.
Given that the admission fee would not be counted as retail income, it aligns with the idea of
providing an educational and farm-centered experience without unduly burdening our
business.

Baked goods such as cookies, cinnamon rolls, and pies, made from farm-grown
ingredients, should be recognized as processed farm products. The current restrictions on
ingredient requirements create unnecessary obstacles, especially when these products
directly reflect the labor and crops grown on the farm. Relaxing these regulations would better
reflect the nature of farm-to-table businesses and promote local goods.

Providing covered seating for customers—whether in a greenhouse or a tent—would
significantly enhance the visitor experience. It offers shelter from the elements and allows
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families to enjoy the farm’s offerings in comfort. A simple area to sit and relax would improve
the overall atmosphere and encourage longer visits, benefiting both our customers and
business.

The ability to offer bulk sales of processed farm crops (such as cookies or cinnamon
rolls) at discounted prices when customers purchase multiple items is a win-win. It would
encourage higher sales volumes, support customer satisfaction, and provide more affordable
pricing for customers buying in bulk. This change would help foster a sense of value for
customers while supporting the farm’s financial health.

Allowing bulk items like processed farm crops to count toward the total income of the
farm stand, without being subject to the current 25% cap on retail sales, is a crucial request.
These bulk sales should be considered a legitimate part of the farm stand's operations, as
they directly relate to the crops we grow. Capping this income limits our ability to thrive and
grow as a farm-based business.

| sincerely hope you will consider granting them these allowances, as they will not only benefit
the local farm stand but also serve the community by providing a more accessible and
enriching experience. We are committed to maintaining the integrity of the agricultural
industry and continuing to offer high-quality products that support the local economy.

Sincerely,
Hood river valley FFA chapter

Tarik larvick
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_liric Walker

TS TmE I LTI
From: Kate Dougherty
Sent: Wednesday, September 17, 2025 2:40 PM
To: Eric Walker
Subject: FW: Legal and Financial Risks of Overly Restrictive Conditions on Packer Orchards
Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

From: Kate Gorge <gorgebaf@gmail.com>

Sent: Wednesday, September 17, 2025 2:12 PM

To: Planning <planning@hoodrivercounty.gov>

Subject: Legal and Financial Risks of Overly Restrictive Conditions on Packer Orchards

Dear Members of the Hood River County Planning Commission,

| write as a concerned community member, and as a policy analyst who closely follows land use
regulatory changes, to urge you to reconsider the restrictive conditions currently imposed on Packer
Orchards’ farm stand permit. The breadth of these restrictions, and the manner in which they are
applied, appears to potentially place Hood River County at serious risk of litigation and liability
comparable to arecent case in Michigan, Wineries of Old Mission Peninsula v. Peninsula Township.

The July 2025 Planning Department decision on Packer Orchards (File #23-0244) outlines a wide range of
restrictions and disputes over interpretation, including:

s Ingredient sourcing rules requiring baked goods to count as “farm products” only if 51% of
ingredients are verifiably from Oregon or adjacent WA counties, with CPA reports and receipts.

» Single-serving baked goods (cookies, empanadas, cider bottles) counted as “incidental” sales,
but bulk versions (pies, gallons) counted as farm products.

« Admissions, passes, and memberships required to be counted as “incidental” sales, even when
paired with farm products like tulips or pumpkins.

o Prohibitions or restrictions on play structures, seating tents, and activity areas as “public

entertainment.”
« CPA-certified accounting mandates with SKU-level sales data and ingredient receipts, beyond

what is typical for farm stands.

Individually, these are already potentially too ambiguous and burdensome. Collectively, they create a
worrying appearance of selective enforcement and disproportionate regulation.

Legal Precedent: Old Mission Peninsula Wineries (Michigan, 2025)



Very recently in Wineries of Old Mission Peninsula v. Peninsula Township, federal courts struck down
township ordinances that imposed similar restrictions on wineries. A judge ordered the township to pay
$49.3 million in damages for lost revenue.

Key provisions invalidated:

» Ingredient sourcing (mandating 85% local grapes) - found unconstitutional under the Dormant

Commerce Clause.
¢ Restrictions on events, admissions, music, and food service - found vague, overbroad, and

unlawful.
As Reason reported:

"The court struck down multiple zoning provisions that required wineries to source a
certain percentage of grapes from Peninsula Township growers. These restrictions, the
court held, discriminated against interstate commerce in violation of the U.S.
Constitution.”

Source: https://reason.com/2025/07/26/michigan-wineries-win-50-million-in-fight-
against-local-zoning-rules

And from the Wall Street Journal:

“Afederal judge in Kalamazoo ordered the township to pay the wineries $49.3 million in
lost revenue over zoning ordinances the court found unconstitutional and in violation of
Michigan law.”

Source: https://www.wsj.com/business/old-mission-peninsula-michigan-winery-
604fc216

Risks for Hood River County

By imposing similarly restrictive conditions on Packer Orchards, Hood River County potentially risks
equally expensive outcomes to this Michigan case:

1. Dormant Commerce Clause challenges - Ingredient sourcing rules that favor local inputs mirror
unconstitutional provisions struck down in Michigan.

2. Due process challenges - Ambiguity in what counts as “farm” vs. “incidental” income creates
inconsistent, arbitrary enforcement.

3. Takings and damages claims - Overbroad restrictions that deprive Packer Orchards of viable
economic use could expose the County to multimillion-dollar liability.

For the sake of fairness to Packer Orchards and to protect County taxpayers, | respectfully request that
the Commission:

» Revise staff's “No” recommendations to “Yes” for Packer Orchards’ proposed operations.
» Avoid restrictive ingredient sourcing, admission counting, and prohibitions that echo the Michigan
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+ Align conditions with the intent of Oregon’s EFU statutes to support viable farm operations, not
undermine them.

Precedent & Parallels Chart:

Old Mission Peninsula Wineries (Michigan,

Hood River County - Packer Orchards (2025) 2025)
Baked goods only count as “farm products” if 51% of Ordinance required 85% peninsula-grown
ingredients are local; requires CPA reports and grapes; struck down as violating the Dormant
receipts. Commerce Clause.

Single-serving baked goods (cookies, cider bottles)
treated as “incidental,” bulk versions (pies, gallons)
as “farm products.”

Restrictions on food, events, and operations
found vague and overbroad.

Admissions, passes, memberships must all be Wineries barred from hosting many events or
counted as “incidental” income, even if bundled with charging admission; court found this
farm products. unconstitutional.

Ordinances even limited wineries to “mood
music” and capped events; struck down as
untawful.

Restrictions on play structures, greenhouses, and
seating tents as “public entertainment.”

Both counties tried to narrowly define what counts as a farm product or permissible activity. In Michigan,
this resulted in a $49.3 million damages award. Hood River risks a similar outcome if it continues on
this path, and it's a liability this community collectively cannot afford. Thank you for your service to the

county.
Sincerely,
Kate Bertash

Master of Public Policy - University of Chicago



Eric Walker

From: Kate Dougherty

Sent: Thursday, September 18, 2025 8:07 AM
To: Eric Walker

Subject: FW: In support of Packer Orchards

From: Julia Ruth Brennan <juliaruthbrennan@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, September 17, 2025 5:41 PM

To: Planning <planning@hocodrivercounty.gov>

Subject: in support of Packer Orchards

Hi there,

| am writing to support Packard Orchard’s amended farm stand application and its request for conditions
of approval. They are a wonderful addition to the community and we need to support small businesses
and their current operations as best as we can.

Best,

Julia Brennan
Hood River County
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Eric Walker

From: Kate Dougherty

Sent: Wednesday, September 17, 2025 3:52 PM
To: Eric Walker

Subject: FW: Packer orchards

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

From: Jake Moore <jmoore@hrecn.net>

Sent: Wednesday, September 17, 2025 3:49 PM
To: Planning <planning@hoodrivercounty.gov>
Subject: Packer orchards

| am writing in support of Packer Orchards.

Moore Orchards / Packers property line is longer than anyone else. We have never had a problem with
their activities. They are good and respectful neighbors.

| feel it is good for both kids and adults to get a glimpse of farming life, that will help give them a better
understanding of how their food reaches the grocery store .

It’s going to be a tough year for Hood River farmers , we are going to need all the help we can get.

Hood River county needs to listen to its citizens, not Portland’s.

Respectfully,
Robert Moore

Moore orchards inc.
(541)490-4687



Eric Walker 55—

From: Kate Dougherty

Sent: Tuesday, September 16, 2025 3:56 PM
To: Eric Walker

Subject: FW: Packer Orchards

From: Emily iverson <Emily@WoodenShoe.com>
Sent: Tuesday, September 16, 2025 3:48 PM

To: Planning <planning@hoodrivercounty.gov>
Subject: Packer Orchards

To the Hood River County Planning Commission,

| am writing in support of Packer Orchards and their request to amend the conditions of their Farm Stand Permit.
Packer Orchards has been a long-standing family farm in Oregon that not only produces quality crops but also
provides opportunities for families to connect with agriculture in meaningful ways. The current restrictions
proposed by the Planning Department would severely limit their ability to operate and threaten the model of farm-
based education and agritourism that benefits both farmers and the public.

The requested changes, including allowing children’s play activities, covered seating, and the sale of processed
farm crops like cookies, cinnamon rolls, or pies are not unreasonable. They are consistent with how many Oregon
farms, including ours at Wooden Shoe Tulip Farm, provide supplemental income while keeping farm use as the
primary activity. Agritourism and farm stands are critical for the next generation of farmers, helping to offset the
volatility of traditional crop markets and creating a stronger connection between Oregonians and their farmland.

At Wooden Shoe Tulip Farm, we know firsthand how these activities create sustainability for farm families and
keep land in active agricultural production. Packer Orchards is simply asking for the flexibility to do the same.
Denying these requests not only hurts their family business but also undermines the broader goals of Oregon’s
land use system which should be to protect farmland while supporting the families who farm it.

On behalf of Wooden Shoe Tulip Farm, | urge you to approve Packer Orchards’ amended farm stand application
and atlow them to continue their current operations under reasonable conditions.

Sincerely,
Emily lverson
Wooden Shoe Tulip Farm, lverson Family Farms

(503) 383-6607
emilv@woodenshoe.com
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Eric Walker
h

From: Kate Dougherty

Sent: Tuesday, September 16, 2025 10:08 AM
To: Eric Walker

Subject: FW: Packer Orchards

From: Jim Abeles <jim@topazfarm.com>

Sent: Tuesday, September 16, 2025 9:46 AM
To: Planning <planning@hoodrivercounty.gov>
Subject: Packer Orchards

To the Hood River County Planning Commission,

| am writing in strong support of Packer Orchards and their amended farm stand application. Packer
Orchards has been an important part of the community, providing family-oriented activities, fresh farm
crops, and seasonal celebrations that bring people together while preserving the agricultural character
of Hood River County.

The current conditions imposed on their farm stand permit would make it nearly impossible for them to
continue the very activities that families and community members cherish—activities that both educate
children and support local agriculture. Simple and reasonable requests, such as allowing children’s play
equipment to help them learn about farm animals, permitting covered seating for visitors, and counting
admission fees (with a farm product included) toward their income, should not be prohibited. Likewise,
restricting the sale of baked goods and processed farm products in bulk quantities to arbitrary limits
creates unnecessary barriers that threaten their ability to remain sustainable.

Packer Orchards’ requests are modest, practical, and aligned with the spirit of supporting working farms.
They, like so many small farms, need the flexibility to operate in ways that keep the farm viable while
offering safe, fun, and educational experiences for families. Their Fall Fun Festival and other activities
are not only beloved traditions but also vital to sustaining the farm’s operations.

I urge the Planning Commission to adopt Packer Orchards’ proposed amendments and to change staff’s
recommendations from “No” to “Yes.” Doing so will allow this 5th generation family farm to continue

thriving, contributing to the local economy, and strengthening the community’s connection to
agriculture.

Thank you for your consideration.’
Sincerely,

Jim Abeles
Portland, OR



Eric Walker

From: Kate Dougherty

Sent: Tuesday, September 16, 2025 9:26 AM
To: Eric Walker

Subject: FW: Packer Orchard - support

From: Peter Kessinger <peter@plumperpumpkins.com>
Sent: Tuesday, September 16, 2025 9:24 AM

To: Planning <planning@hoodrivercounty.gov>
Subject: Packer Orchard - support

Hello,

My name is Peter Kessinger and | run a pumpkin patch and christmas tree farm in the Portland-Hillsboro
area called Plumper Farms. | saw the farm stand permit approval for Packer Orchard and was shocked at
how restrictive it is for their pumpkin patch. The permit's rules as they were approved are not in support
of what the general Oregon public want, they want a proper pumpkin patch, not just a field of pumpkins
which is what the rules are forcing Packer Orchards to move to.

Businesses like ours provide many things customer want and provide lots of good to surrounding farms:

Customers want:

Local farm products to take home

Activities so they can play and make a day out of going to the farm

Food and drinks so they can stay fueled up while they're at the farm

Items they can take home so they can remember the great time they had on the farm.
A place to sit out of the sun or rain to prevent overheating and hypothermia

To spend time on a farm

And more!

By eliminating any one of the above options at our businesses, customers stop coming to our farms and
therefore we are no longer able to continue farming our grounds and providing a much loved service to
the public. Without that supplemental income, it is hard to turn a profit on farming small tracts of land.

What benefit does a pumpkin patch have to the surrounding area?

o Provides year round and seasonal jobs to lots of people, including minors
Big economic impact - buys lots of materials to operate and our farm buys other farm's products
to sell to the public.

o Educates the public on what farming is and where our food comes from.

¢ Somuch more
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In closing, pumpkin patches like ours and Packer Orchard provide so much good to the community, and
with the rules as they are currently set will take away from the pumpkin patch experience Oregonians
want. Please change the rules so Packer Orchard can continue providing the pumpkin patch experience
their customers want!

Thank you so much,
Peter Kessinger

Co-Owner | Plumper Pumpkin Patch & Tree Farm, LLC

? 11435 NW OId Cornelius Pass Rd. Portland, OR 97231
R 971-227-6623

(2] peter@plumperpumpkins.com

plumperpumpkins.com

“Where memories are made”



Eric Walker

From: Kate Dougherty

Sent: Monday, September 15, 2025 11:56 AM
To: Eric Walker

Subject: FW: Yes for Packer Orchards

From: Aimee Scrivens <anscrivens@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, September 15, 2025 11:00 AM
To: Planning <planning@hcodrivercounty.gov>
Subject: Yes for Packer Orchards

Dear Commissioners,

| am writing as a parent and community member to share how deeply important the Hood River Packer
Orchards are to our families, our community, and even to visitors from beyond our city limits. As a mom
raising two children here, | can say without hesitation that this gem is one of the reasons Hood River is
such a wonderful place to raise kids.

For our family, the pumpkin patch is more than just a seasonal outing. It provides hands-on opportunities
for children to learn where their food comes from, connect with farm animals, and understand the value
of agriculture in our daily lives. My children love feeding the animals, exploring the fields, and picking
produce straight from the farm. These experiences foster curiosity, respect for nature, and lifelong
appreciation for farming—lessons that can’t be taught in a classroom alone.

Beyond education, the pumpkin patch offers a safe and wholesome place for families to gather.
Seasonal activities like pumpkin picking, corn mazes, and holiday celebrations create lasting memories
for children and bring neighbors together. In a world where so many activities are dominated by screens,
places like this provide much-needed outdoor fun and community connection.

The farm is also an asset to the broader economy. It attracts visitors from nearby communities who
come not only to enjoy the pumpkin patch but also to dine, shop, and explore Hood River. Agritourism is
a growing industry, and having local farms open to the public strengthens Hood River’s reputation as a
family-friendly destination.

In addition, the farm provides seasonal jobs for young people, volunteer opportunities, and partnerships
with local schools and organizations. It’s a place that contributes to the social fabric of Hood River while

also supporting small business and local agriculture.

Allowing Hood River Packers to continue operating benefits our community on multiple levels:
educational, cultural, economic, and social. We view it as a resource worth protecting and a treasure
that enhances the character of our city.
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On behalf of my family and so many others, | urge you to recognize the value this farm brings and support
its ability to continue serving our community.

Thank you for your time and consideration.
Sincerely,

Aimee Scrivens
2727 Emmie Drive, Hood River



Eric Walker

From: Chris Robuck <chris@thrivehoodriver.org>
Sent: Friday, September 12, 2025 4:10 PM

To: Eric Walker

Subject: Packer on social media

Eric, could you include this in the record for the Packer farm stand application? Thanks -

8" (15)
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Kayla Goe
September 11, 2025

Hood River County Planning Commission
601 State St.
Hood River, OR 97031

To the Hood River County Planning Commission,

| am writing in support of Packer Orchards' application to appeal #25-0146 of Major
Modification #23-0244. The Packer family has farmed in our community for generations
and has been a tireless supporter of our local youth, economy, and nonprofit efforts.

They regularly hire local high school students to work on the farm and at the fruit stand,
support 4-H and FFA programs, and offer farm tours that educate children and families.
They're always willing to donate to community fundraisers and raffles, and they give
generously of their time and resources to local nonprofits. As residents and business
owners, Tammy and Larry Packer are not only invested in the success of their farm, but
in the success of Hood River County as a whole.

Their passion for agriculture and education extends beyond our community, as seen in
the significant number of support letters submitted during the public comment period in
May 2025. This wide-reaching support speaks volumes about the positive impact
they’'ve had both locally and regionally.

Since purchasing the property from the Ramussens, the Packer family has worked hard
to personalize and expand their operations—not just for profit, but in response to public
demand. | especially appreciate the family-friendly environment they've created. The
food options, tire obstacle course, corn pool, hay rides, farm animals, and play areas
make visiting a joy for children and families.

A quick survey of similar farms across Oregon shows that the Packers are in line with
statewide practices. Many farm stands now include play structures, bakeries, and
children’s activities, and covered areas—all of which have become expected features
for agritourism and farm-based commerce. I've included some examples below for your
reference.

| fully support the current operations at Packer Orchards and their future endeavors.
They enhance our local economy, create lasting family memories, and strengthen Hood
River Valley as a vibrant, welcoming place for both residents and visitors.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,
Kayla Goe
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Detering Orchards, Harrisburg OR

https://www.deteringorchards.com/
Picture obtained from website, clearly has a play structure

Hiatt Farm, Corvallis OR

https://www.hiattfarm.com/

This farm has a from scratch bakery featuring similar things as Packers Orchards.
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Family owned bakery pust south of Carvalls off hwy 99w we offer 3
vanety of local produce. tarm fresh eggs. honey. jams and canned
Qoo

Our made from scratch bakery features sweet roils, buttermik
biscuits, pies. and more We strive 1o use local and seasonal

ingredients.
We have outdoor seating and yard games, weather permitting

Heiser Farms, Dayton OR

https://lwww.heiserfarms.com/

Similar kids activities as Packers Orchards

= hestamecom galey

@ oot b sty @ Ol e te. B Sectetee Dogen

Plumper Farms, Portland

https://plumperpumpkins.com/events/

Covered Areas for guests
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Eric Walker

From: Maria Diaz

Sent: Thursday, September 11, 2025 8:49 AM
To: Eric Walker

Subject: Fw:

From: Beth Ann Martin <bethydmartin@me.com>
Sent: Wednesday, September 10, 2025 8:39 PM
To: Planning <planning@hoodrivercounty.gov>
Subject:

Hello,

I grew up in Hood River and graduated over from there just over 10years ago. | no longer have family there but still
travel back to take part in all that the Packers have to offer.

This stand and family have been part of the valley for generations. They are wonderful people with a love of
hoodriver and all the people there. Stopping them from serving the community and offer less products and
services would be of great disservice to the community.

#hoodrivervalleyfruitloop #hoodriveroregon #SupportLocalFarms Sent from my iPhone
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Eric Walker

From: Trina Nurse Practitioner <katrinamcalexander@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, September 10, 2025 4:12 PM

To: packerorchards@gmail.com; Eric Walker

Subject: Packer Orchards Amendment

Katrina Mcalexander and Kenny Galloway
The Grateful Farmer Inc

6670 trout creek ridge rd

Mt hood parkdale, Or 97041
Katrinamcalexander@gmail.com

5418067070

September 9th, 2025

To Whom It May Concern,

I’m writing this letter in strong support of my fellow farmers, Tammi Packer and family,
who are currently seeking permission to continue holding agritourism events on their
farm. I urge you to give this request your full and serious consideration—not as a matter
of convenience or preference, but as one of financial necessity and community
importance.

As someone who works in agriculture myself, I can attest that farming today is more
financially challenging than ever before. The margins are razor thin, the costs of inputs
and equipment continue to rise, and market volatility adds even more uncertainty. For
many of us, it is no longer enough to rely solely on growing crops or raising livestock—
we are being forced to adapt just to survive.
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In Packers orchard case, that adaptation has taken the form of responsible, community-
focused agritourism. These events—such as seasonal festivals, farm tours, U-pick
operations, pumpkin patch, or educational workshops—not only bring in much-needed
supplemental income, they also provide a way for the farm to remain financially viable.
Without this revenue stream, Packers Orchard simply will not be able to keep their farm
in operation. This is not hyperbole—it is the economic reality facing countless family
farms across our region and the country.

This farm isn’t some hobby or side project. It is a working farm, one that has provided
food, employment, and a connection to the land. It is also a farm with a future in mind.
Packers Orchard is working to build something that their three children can one day
inherit—a sustainable, resilient family farm that can support more than one generation.
But that vision cannot come to life without the ability to diversify income. If these
agritourism efforts are shut down, it will all but guarantee that their children will have to
seek work elsewhere, and the farm will no longer be able to support the family that has
invested so much into it and their farming legacy is uncertain.

I understand that there may be concerns around traffic, zoning, noise, or regulation. But I
want to emphasize that these agritourism activities are not large-scale commercial
ventures—they are family-run events that are modest in scale, thoughtfully managed, and
intended to be part of the rural character, not in conflict with it. These events foster
community connection, provide education about agriculture to the public, and bring
people closer to the sources of their food. They support local economies by drawing
visitors who often also spend money at nearby businesses, markets, and restaurants.

At the end of the day, this is about giving family farms the tools they need to survive in a
time when far too many are being lost. If we, as a society, value local agriculture, then we
need to allow farmers to evolve. Agritourism isn’t a luxury—it’s a lifeline. Denying
Packers Orchard the ability to continue these events would be, in effect, closing the door
on their farm’s future and eliminating potential jobs for their children and community
members.

I respectfully ask you to support Packers Farm amendment. Their farm, their livelihood,
and their family’s future depend on it. Please don’t allow outdated policies or
misunderstandings about modern farming economics to stand in the way of a solution
that works.

Thank you for your time and thoughtful consideration. I am happy to speak further or

provide any additional information if it would be helpful.
' 2



Gratefully,

Katrina Mcalexander and Kenny Galloway
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Eric Walker —————————

From: Kate Dougherty

Sent: Wednesday, September 10, 2025 2:04 PM
To: Eric Walker

Subject: FW: Decision Disapproval - Packer Orchards

From: kaylee colt <amir.luv.coco@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, September 10, 2025 11:05 AM
To: Planning <planning@hoodrivercounty.gov>
Subject: Decision Disapproval - Packer Orchards

Dear Hood River County Planning Department,

I am writing as a deeply concerned member of the Hood River community. The recent
decision by the Planning Department regarding Packer Orchards’ farm stand operations is
not only disappointing, but also harmful to the very fabric of what makes Hood River
such a special place to live.

Families matter here. Community matters here. Packer Orchards has gone above and
beyond for years to provide a safe, welcoming, and family-oriented space where locals
and visitors alike can gather, connect, and celebrate the agricultural roots of our valley.
Their events and activities are not only beloved traditions, they are part of what keeps
Hood River thriving.

The current restrictions — turning every reasonable request into a “No” — show a lack
of understanding of what this community values most. Denying play areas for children,
treating admission fees unfairly, restricting baked goods and simple farm products, and
placing impossible limits on seating and family activities does nothing to protect our
county. Instead, it actively harms local families, local farms, and our economy.

We are frustrated, and we demand change. Every “No” must be turned into a “Yes.”
Hood River County should be supporting the small farms and businesses that make our
valley vibrant, not burying them in red tape and unreasonable conditions.

The people of Hood River want Packer Orchards to thrive. We want families to have a
place to gather, children to play, and our community traditions to continue for
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generations to come. Please reverse these decisions and put the values of this community
first. '

Sincerely,
Kaylee Ann Colt



Eric Walker

From: Kate Dougherty

Sent: Wednesday, September 10, 2025 10:34 AM
To: Eric Walker

Subject: FW: Say YES to Packer Orchards!!

From: Amy Maddy <amymaddy0522 @gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, September 10, 2025 10:18 AM
To: Planning <planning@hoodrivercounty.gov>
Subject: Say YES to Packer Orchards!!

Good morning,

Packer Orchards is a pivotal part of our community, bringing in innumerable people to our county all year
long. Kids (and adults!) get to learn about ag and experience it hands on. They get to see what it takes, the
fun that it is, and the benefits it provides. Packers contributes to our local economy, providing jobs,
bringing in tourists (fuel, restaurants, hotels, etc), and improves the moral of our whole community.

To shut down Packers is to significantly damage our town and families. Say “no” to the few who are
fighting against Packers. And say YES to the THOUSANDS who would be negatively impacted by this
awful decision to shut them down.

Get Outlook for iOS
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Eric Walker ———————————

From: Kate Dougherty

Sent: Wednesday, September 10, 2025 10:35 AM
To: Eric Walker

Subject: FW: Packer Orchards Farm Stand

From: Alan Bailey <onecrazyindian@aol.com>
Sent: Wednesday, September 10, 2025 10:32 AM
To: Planning <planning@hoodrivercounty.gov>
Subject: Packer Orchards Farm Stand

To Whom it may concern,

The Packer Family has been in this area for many years providing fine fruit and goods, grown with
their own hands, to the Hood River Valley Community but now the County wants to tie their hands
and force them to stop providing this service.

It seems as if the planning commission wants to put local farmers out of business while bowing
down to the people who wish to build extravagant homes anywhere they choose.

We stand with the Packers, and ALL of our local farmers, in their desire to build a place that will
continue to provide services and educational benefits to those who visit our once sleepy little
community. We urge you to make a change in your decision and allow the Packers to move forward
with their lives and continue to grow their business and continue a farming legacy for their children
and grand children's future.

Alan and Kathy Bailey



Eric Walker
U

From: Kate Dougherty

Sent: Wednesday, September 10, 2025 7:56 AM
To: Eric Walker

Subject: FW: Family tradition

From: Nathan Wilson <natewilson0073@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, September 9, 2025 6:19 PM

To: Planning <planning@hoodrivercounty.gov>
Subject: Family tradition

I’m writing this in support of packards orchard and other small local businesses. In a time where it’s hard
for many small businesses to stay afloat. Why dose the country see the need to destroy small
businesses? The pumpkin patch , corn maze and delicious baked goods are family tradition and a huge
part of fall for many families in the gorge and surrounding areas. Pleas consider changing your vote to
support local jobs and tradition in our area.

Nathan Wilson

: "B (%)



Eric Walker

LA
From: Kate Dougherty
Sent: Wednesday, September 10, 2025 7:57 AM
To: Eric Walker
Subject: FW: Packer Farms et al.

From: Nick Jacob <nick@ajaxnw.com>

Sent: Tuesday, September 9, 2025 8:14 PM

To: Planning <planning@hoodrivercounty.gov>
Subject: Packer Farms et al.

Hello,

I am deeply troubled to learn that the Hood River County Planning Commission is seeking to cause
Packer Farms and other farmers from capitalizing on their hard work. Please allow Packer's farm to exist

in the same format that it has for perpetuity.

Thank you.

Nick Jacob
’ ‘ Owner
Ajax Northwest LLC
:541-460-2710
AJAX | ©

NORTHWEST
e




Eric Walker

From: Kate Dougherty

Sent: Wednesday, September 10, 2025 7:58 AM

To: Eric Walker

Subject: FW: Support for Packer Orchards' Ammended Farm Stand Application

From: TwinMama <jeremymelody@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, September 9, 2025 8:35 PM

To: Planning <planning@hoodrivercounty.gov>

Subject: Support for Packer Orchards' Ammended Farm Stand Application

Dear Hood River County Planning Commission,

| was very sad to learn that recent unreasonable conditions have been imposed on the Packer Orchards'
Farm Stand Permit that would make it virtually impossible for them to continue their decades long
tradition of offering a unique and memorable local family-friendly experience every Fall.

Growing up in Hood River (as an HR second generation with deep family ties to the orchard community), |
have fond memories of going to the Packer's Farm every Fall around Halloween. To this day, their old
children's annual haunted house still brings up spooky memories for me. A trip to their farm to pick out
pumpkins to carve every year was a tradition for my family.

As an adult, | had the opportunity to take my own children to their Fall at the Farm. Tﬁeir amazing corn
kernel play area (in lieu of sand) was especially fun for my young kids. It is always extra special when
you're able to share a fun place and experience with your chitdren from your own childhood.

As a great tourist destination in the Northwest, any and all local businesses with such long and endearing
history in the Hood River Valley should be extremely welcomed and encouraged to continue on by the
Hood River County Planning Department. Packer Orchards should be able to continue with their current
farm stand operations. Please approve their ammended permit so their long-standing legacy in HRV can
continue on for many more generations to experience.

Thank you,

Melody Buckley
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Eric Walker

From: Kate Dougherty

Sent: Tuesday, September 9, 2025 2:42 PM
To: Eric Walker

Subject: FW: Packer Orchard

—~--Qriginal Message-—-

From: Katheryn Whitmer <katheryn4944@yahoo.com>
Sent: Tuesday, September 9, 2025 2:18 PM

To: Planning <planning@hoodrivercounty.gov>
Subject: Packer Orchard

Hello,
| am a citizen of Vancouver, WA yet my family loves to make the drive out to Hood River County and Packard Orchard for
family events, such as their Easter egg hunt, and during the summer for fresh produce or their numerous jams.

We always stop at other farm stands in addition to shopping at Packard. We would spend far less and likely even refrain
from making those trips should Packard be unable to continue their family-oriented events with new restrictions in place.

Thank you,
Katie Whitmer

Sent from my iPhone



Eric Walker

From: Kate Dougherty

Sent: Wednesday, September 10, 2025 4:23 PM
To: Eric Walker

Subject: FW: Parker Farm Stand Support

From: Heidi Venture <heidiventure@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, September 10, 2025 4:01 PM
To: Planning <planning@hoodrivercounty.gov>
Subject: Parker Farm Stand Support

Dear Hood River County Planning Commission,

For the past couple of years, I’ve taken my 6-year-old grandson to the Packer Orchards Farm Stand
at least once a week during the Fall Fun Festival. He plays in the activity area, we share food
together, and sometimes his friends join us. I see many other grandparents there too—some local,
some visiting from Portland. It’s a place where families connect, children learn, and community

grows.

That’s why I’'m baffled by the current restrictions. Hood River County has plenty of recreation
options for adults—wineries, breweries, adventure sports—but very few that truly welcome young
children. Packer Orchards fills that gap with safe, wholesome, and agricultural fun. The rules being
imposed don’t just threaten one farm; they undermine the very spirit of ag-tourism and community
life this county is known for.

To me, these restrictions feel anti-agriculture, anti-tourism, and, most importantly, anti-child.
Families want—and need—healthy, farm-based activities like this. Packer Orchards isn’t just
selling food; they’re helping kids understand farming, creating memories for families, and drawing
visitors who spend money locally. That benefits the whole community.

I urge you to reconsider. Please support Packer Orchards’ reasonable requests so they can continue
operating and offering the kind of family-friendly experiences that make Hood River County such a
special place to live and visit.

Sincerely,
Heidi Venture

541-490-8689
she/her (why pronouns matter)
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Eric Walker
“

From: Kate Dougherty

Sent: Tuesday, September 9, 2025 1:03 PM
To: Eric Walker

Subject: FW: Please reconsider

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

From: Nalesha G. <nalesha.shane@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, September 9, 2025 12:58 PM
To: Planning <planning@hoodrivercounty.gov>
Subject: Please reconsider

Hello!

Iam a member of the gorge, and just wanted to take my time to let you know that the current changes
your expecting Packer Farms to undergo is troublesome. In an area that boasts orchards and farming the
best way to continue these traditions is by keeping little minds engaged! Turning packer into a farm
operation that doesnt engage with the public is a huge DIS-SERVICE.

Please change your NO'S to YES'S!
Before making a decision | personally encourage you to spend a week, a FULL WEEK in the operation,
meeting families, little kids, who enjoy this every year.

Thank you for your time.

Nalesha Gonzalez
Future farmers mom.



Eric Walker ———————————————————

From: Kate Dougherty

Sent: Tuesday, September 9, 2025 3:05 PM
To: Eric Walker

Subject: FW: Packer Orchards/Farm

--—---Original Message——-

From: Danielle weitzel <danielleweitzel4@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, September 9, 2025 2:59 PM

To: Planning <planning@hoodrivercounty.gov>
Subject: Packer Orchards/Farm

Hood River Planning Commission,

Hello,l am resident of Mosier,OR and I'm writing this in concern for Packer Farm/Orchards. Our family has been visiting
Packer Farms/Orchards multiple times a year not only to the bakery but to their wonderful farm place since its opening
several years ago. We often bring out of state relatives and or friends along with us to enjoy in their activities and farm
stand goods,it’s something we always look forward to through the year.

To learn that big restrictions may be put in place to hinder this is absolutely disheartening. The joy,education and
community this place brings is unmatched and vital to many. The farm place doesn’t only bring fun times,baked goods
and agricultural education,but it also brings employment opportunities for locals and opportunities for small local
businesses to work together and showcase their goods and services to their local communities.

To take away vital necessities from a small businesses in today’s day and age when small businesses,farms especially are
dying is inconceivable. Our community and local authorities/entities should be championing behind these business and
not seeking restrictions that hinder them more leading to their demise. Taking away these things is just a further
downfall to communities that are already suffering in many ways.

| along with many others are urging you to support Packer Farms/Orchards and change the “No” votes to “Yes” votes in
order for a vital community operation to stay in Operation.

Thank you.
-Danielle Weitzel
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From: Kate Dougherty

Sent: Tuesday, September 9, 2025 3:07 PM
To: Eric Walker

Subject: FW: Retail farm use

From: Catie Herman <sweetsweetpetunias@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, September 9, 2025 3:01 PM

To: Planning <planning@hoodrivercounty.gov>

Subject: Retail farm use

Packer's Orchard and Farm Place are families of farmers in Hood River County that are making
progressive steps forward to utilize what they have in order to make a living in our ever increasingly
expensive area. They are pivoting to provide what the customers want instead of staying stagnant and
losing the farm, or selling it off to developers. Their innovative ideas and warm welcome are just what is
needed in this area and economy.

The changes you have made to the conditional use of their farm for direct to public sales harms them, all
other farms that are like them, and takes away the "charming farm experiences" that draw tourists to the
area, and in turn bring revenue to the County.



Packer Orchard’s Requests

* Allow children’s play activities, including equipment, to help kids learn about
 farm animals and activities.
Allow an admission fee that includes a free farm product (i.e., a bundle of
tulips, or sunflower stems) without having to count the admission fee as
income from an incidental retail sale, which is capped at 25% of the farm
stand's total income.
- Consider baked goods, like cookies, cinnamon rolls, and pies as processed
farm crop items without imposing pre-approved ingredient lists and
_ unreasonable volumetric ingredient requirements on each item.
Allow covered seating (i.e., in the greenhouse or a tent) for customers to
linger, take a break out of the sun or rain, or enjoy a farm treat.

- Allow the farm stand to sell processed farm crops, like cookies or cinnamon

- rolls, as bulk items at a discounted price when a customer purchases three or

- more processed farm crops, instead of eight or more. :
Allow the farm stand’s sale of bulk items, i.e., three or more processed farm
crops, to count toward the farm stand’s total income, not as income from an
incidental retail sale, which is capped at 25% of the farm stand’s total income.

| would like to request you review your current restrictions and grant, not only Packers, but all of the
farms in Hood River County these freedoms. There is no reason, other than government overreach, to
have rules forbidding the activities in place.

Thank you,

Catherine Herman
Lifelong Area Resident
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From: Kate Dougherty

Sent: Tuesday, September 9, 2025 4:27 PM

To: Eric Walker

Subject: FW: Support for Packer Orchards — Amended Farm Stand Application

From: Sierra Gerlitz <sgerlitz12@outlocok.com>

Sent: Tuesday, September 9, 2025 4:11 PM

To: Planning <planning@hoodrivercounty.gov>

Subject: Support for Packer Orchards — Amended Farm Stand Application

Dear Hood River County Planning Commission,

I am writing in strong support of Packer Orchards and their amended farm stand application. Packer Orchards is
an invaluable part of our community, providing family-friendly experiences, education about farming and
agriculture, and access to locally grown products that strengthen our connection to Hood River’s agricultural
heritage.

The current conditions placed on Packer Orchards’ farm stand permit create unnecessary obstacles that
jeopardize their ability to operate events like the Fall Fun Festival and to continue offering the family-oriented
activities that bring joy to so many local families and visitors. These activities not only support local agriculture
but also strengthen the regional economy and tourism.

I believe the following requests from Packer Orchards are reasonable and necessary to ensure their
sustainability:

o Allowing children’s play activities that help kids learn about farm life and animals.

o Permitting a fair admission fee structure that can include a free farm product, without being penalized
under retail sales limits.

» Easing restrictions on processed farm products such as cookies, cinnamon rolls, and pies, which are
natural extensions of farm crops and traditions.

» Providing covered seating so guests can rest, gather, and enjoy farm products.

e Allowing bulk sales of processed farm crops to be counted fairly toward the farm stand’s income
without punitive limits.

These activities are not only aligned with the mission of a farm stand but are also critical to keeping local
agriculture vibrant and accessible to the public. Without these reasonable allowances, Packer Orchards will face
unnecessary hardships that could limit or end the very programs that so many families treasure.

I urge the Commission to change the staff’s recommendation from “No” to “Yes” on Packer Orchards’ requests
so they can continue operating successfully, serving our community, and preserving Hood River’s agricultural
traditions for generations to come.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,
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From: Kate Dougherty

Sent: Tuesday, September 9, 2025 4:57 PM
To: Eric Walker

Subject: FW: Packer Orchards

——-Original Message——

From: Jessica Rodda <jessicakrodda@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, September 9, 2025 4:56 PM

To: Planning <planning@hoodrivercounty.gov>
Subject: Packer Orchards

As a long time Gorge resident, my friends and family have enjoyed going to Packer Farms for years. | whole heartily
extend my support to them, and hope the county planning office will work with them to support their current efforts at
their farm stand.

Preventing Packer Orchards from being able to continue with their activities, selling of goods and games, would be
devastating to the community.

Please consider your current “no” answers and the hindrance it places on local farms, business and the community.
A customer who would greatly appreciate you changing your “no” answers to “yes”.

-Jessica Rodda
Sent from my iPhone
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